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Town Launches Resident Satisfaction
Public Survey

The Town of The Blue Mountains has launched a public survey to 
gauge resident satisfaction regarding Town services and operations. 
This survey aims to gather updated feedback to help inform decision-
making, budgeting and priorities for the Town. 

The survey will be available until Sunday, November 24, 2024, and 
can be accessed by visiting the project webpage. Paper copies are 
available upon request by calling (519) 599-3131 ext. 282 or through 
pickup at Town Hall and The Blue Mountains Public Library.

“We have seen two years of great progress since the first resident 
satisfaction survey, and we are once again inviting residents to 
share their thoughts on how we’re doing and where improvements 
can be made,” says Chief Administrative Officer, Shawn Everitt. “This 
feedback will play a vital role in shaping the direction of our services 
and operations over the next few years.”

The survey looks to understand resident satisfaction related to 
service delivery, customer service and communication, financial 
management and leadership. It also seeks to understand resident 
satisfaction with Town-owned infrastructure, including roads, 
sidewalks, bridges, water and wastewater systems, and recreational 
facilities/amenities. 

The survey results will be presented to Town Council this winter to 
assist with the creation of the 2025 Town Budget.

For more information about the project and to complete the survey, 
please visit: http://www.thebluemountains.ca/residentsurvey

For more information, please contact:
Tim Hendry
Manager of Communications & Economic Development
(519) 599-3131 ext. 282
Shawn Everitt
Chief Administrative Officer
(519) 599-3131 ext. 234

4th Annual Thornbury-Clarksburg Rotary 
Kindness Award 

The Thornbury-Clarksburg Rotary Club will be awarding a 
KINDNESS Award at this year’s Kindness Gala on Saturday, November 
9th at the Georgian Peaks Club. The winner will be selected by a 
selection committee from the T-C Rotary Club and will receive two 
(2) complimentary tickets to the Kindness Gala.  

Deadline for nominations is Sunday, October 27th, 2024 at 5:00pm.  
Eligibility Rules  

1. The Nominee must be a resident of The Blue Mountains and 19 
years old or over, and they cannot be a current member of any Rotary 
club.  

2. The Nominee has given permission to be nominated and is 
willing to have their photos and story shared on social media and on 
the T-C Rotary website and marketing materials.  

3. The acts of kindness for which the nominee is being recognized 
must have occurred, at least in part, some time over the past year 
(October 2023 to October 2024) and must not be as a part of paid 
work. The kindness may be kindness to others, or to nature, or to 
animals or a combination and may be for the benefit of our local 
community or beyond our borders.  

4. Nomination form must be completed in full, include three (3) 
nominators, and be submitted by the deadline. Submissions can be 
emailed to GSE@tcrotary.ca  

5. Nomination forms can be picked up or dropped off at the 
Rotary Kindness boxes at L.E. Shore Library, 173 Bruce Street South, 
Thornbury or Riverside Press, 206 Marsh Street, Clarksburg during 
business hours.  An online form is available at www.tcrotary.ca 

International Print Day is an annual celebration that unites printing 
professionals from around the world to celebrate the art, science, 
and innovation of print. The #PrintLife theme also highlights the 
emotional aspect of printing. Whether to immortalize important life 
moments, create keepsakes, books and publications,  print remains a 
tangible medium that touches people deeply. 

Provincial And Federal Dental Care Programs
The Ontario Seniors Dental Care Program covers the cost of routine 

dental services, including check-ups, cleanings, x-rays, fillings, and 
treatment of gum conditions, for qualifying seniors aged 65 and 
older who meet income requirements and do not have other forms 
of dental benefits. Services covered by the OSDCP are provided at 
Grey Bruce Public Health dental clinics, located in Owen Sound, 
Walkerton, Markdale, and Wiarton.

Meanwhile, seniors with an adjusted net family income of less than 
$90,000 and no dental insurance can also apply for the Canadian 
Dental Care Plan, which covers the cost of a range of oral health 
services.

Qualifying patients can receive services covered by the federal 
program at any private dental clinic that accepts CDCP clients. GBPH 
clinics do not provide services covered by the CDCP.

Seniors may qualify for assistance under both the federal and 
provincial programs. For more information about the provincial 
program, call GBPH’s Oral Health team at 519-376-9420 and press 8. 



INDOOR WALKING at the Beaver Valley Community Centre.  
Mon. and Thurs. from 9-11am; no pre-registration and no fee.  
Walking with poles with rubber feet and walkers is allowed.
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BID EUCHRE
Wednesday & Thursday. 12:50-3:30pm; $2 per day 

Small Hall, Beaver Valley Community Centre 
Lessons Available 

Bev 705-507-0563 or Dorothy 519-599-5044

DROP-IN BRIDGE
Monday 1-3pm; $2 p/p  St. George’s Anglican Church

ST. JAMES FAIRMOUNT ANGLICAN CHURCH
196759 Grey Rd 7 corner of Grey Rd 7 & Grey Rd 40

1st & 3rd Sunday 9am - Holy Eucharist BCP
2nd & 4th Sunday 9am - Morning Prayer BCP

5th Sunday 4pm - Evensong BCP & Potluck Supper 
Rector Jeff Kischak, 519-770-7979

Beaver Valley Arena
Public Skating	

Saturdays: 12pm - 2pm; Sundays: 12pm - 2pm
Excluding: Oct. 26, Nov. 9-10, Nov. 16, Nov. 30, Dec. 14, Dec. 28,
Jan.11, Jan. 18, Feb. 2, Mar. 1-2
Ages 18+: $3 per person; Under 18: Free

Adult Skating	
Mon: 10am - 12pm; Wed: 10am - 12pm; Thurs: 1pm - 3pm
Excluding: Oct. 14, Dec. 25-26, Jan. 1, Feb. 17
$3 per person; Must be 18 years of age or older.

Stick & Puck	
Mondays: 12pm - 1pm; Wednesdays: 12pm - 1pm
Excluding: Oct. 14, Dec. 25, Jan. 1, Feb. 5, Feb. 17
$3 per person; Must be 18 years of age or older. All skaters are 
required to wear a certified hockey helmet.

Parent & Tots	
Thursdays: 11am - 12pm, Free. Excluding: Dec. 26, Jan.2, Mar. 13

WE ARE HIRING!
WEEKEND STAFF

NEEDED

APPLY NOW
The EFL Arena Cafe opens October 28 for 
lunch 11 am to 1 pm.  The cafe is open on 
weekends starting October 26th for the 
Applekings Hockey games and 
tournaments.

We are looking for amazing
individuals who: 

can work shifts on Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays during the day and evenings for
hockey games & tournaments
are looking for a part-time job
have great customer service skills
can help prepare and serve food
excited to work alongside and support
EFL participants

If you are looking for an
awarding part-time job or
volunteer experience, EFL
would love for you to join their
cafe team!  

www.eventsfor.life
The EFL Cafe operates

 out of the 
Beaver Valley Community 

Centre Arena

SEND RESUME & 
COVERING LETTER TO 

INFO@EVENTSFOR.LIFE

Environmental Sustainability Fund 
Accepting Applications

The Town of The Blue Mountains is inviting community 
organizations to apply for the Town’s Environmental Sustainability 
Fund. 

This fund has an allocation of $8,000 that will be split between the 
successful applications which demonstrate a clear goal of advancing 
environmental sustainability within the Town. There is a maximum of 
$5,000 available for any single project, meaning the fund will have at 
least $3,000 remaining for one or more smaller projects if the highest-
scoring proposal receives $5,000. To better support smaller projects, 
applicants no longer need to cover 80% of the project’s value from 
other sources, with a minimum funding request of $1,000. 

Past recipients have included Georgian Bay Forever, Treetrust TBM, 
Thornbury Community Gardens, Beaver Valley Community School, 
Climate Action Now Network, and Beaver River Watershed Initiative. 
Their projects have included a wide range of project types including 
education programs, pilot projects, waste diversion initiatives, tree 
plantings, shoreline cleanups and public events, exemplifying how 
the Town and community organizations can work alongside one 
another to foster environmental sustainability and build community 
connections. 

Interested community organizations wishing to apply must submit 
their application no later than December 2, 2024, at 11:59 p.m. ET. To 
learn more about the Town’s Environmental Sustainability Fund and 
to apply, visit the project webpage at www.thebluemountains.ca

For more information, please contact:
Nicholas Cloet, Sustainability Coordinator, (519) 599-3131 ext. 235

Mediators Appointed To Assist in 
Negotiations with CUPW

 The federal government has appointed mediators to assist Canada 
Post and the Canadian Union of Postal Workers (CUPW) as the parties 
continue to negotiate new collective agreements for both the Urban 
and RSMC (Rural and Suburban Mail Carriers) bargaining units.

The mediators will assist the parties in the negotiations and 
support discussions toward reaching negotiated agreements.

 The appointment of mediators does not change the negotiations 
timeline under the Canada Labour Code.

The parties continue to negotiate during a 21-day cooling-off 
period that ends on November 2. Only after the cooling-off period 
ends would either party be in a position to initiate a labour disruption 
(following a minimum notice of 72 hours). This timeline means no 
labour disruption can occur before November 3.



GBPH Encourages Residents To Get Latest 
Covid-19 And Flu Vaccines To Safeguard 
Health This Fall

The cooler, shorter days and changing leaves are hallmarks 
of autumn, but they also signal the beginning of the annual fall 
respiratory illness season in Ontario.

Grey Bruce Public Health encourages residents to protect 
themselves this fall by getting the updated, publicly funded 
COVID-19 vaccine and this season’s flu shot as soon as they become 
available this month.

“Vaccination remains the best defence against severe complications 
from COVID-19 and the flu,” says Monica Blair, Manager of GBPH’s 
Vaccine Preventable Diseases program.

“The updated COVID-19 vaccine and this season’s flu shot can be 
given at the same appointment – saving you time. These vaccines 
are safe and effective at safeguarding you and your loved ones from 
potentially serious respiratory viruses this fall and winter.”

The vaccines are initially being distributed to local hospitals, 
long-term care and retirement homes, and other congregate living 
settings to prioritize vaccinating patients, staff, and residents of 
those facilities. Public Health is also providing vaccine to primary care 
providers and pharmacies to allow for individuals in high-risk and 
priority populations, who are at greater risk for severe complications 
from influenza or COVID-19 illness, to be vaccinated.

The general public can receive this season’s COVID-19 vaccine 
and flu shot from their primary care provider or at a participating 
pharmacy starting Oct. 28, 2024.

GBPH will be holding vaccine clinics in November for children under 
12 years of age who are unable to get vaccinated at a pharmacy or 
via a primary care provider. Appointments will be required and can 
be made starting in late October by calling 519-376-9420, Option 2.

A schedule of clinics will be available on GBPH’s website at the 
following link: Event Calendar.

The Ministry of Health recommends that all adults and children 
six months of age and older get the updated flu vaccine each fall as 
the influenza virus changes frequently. The flu shot takes about two 
weeks to take full effect.

The Ministry of Health also recommends that all individuals six 
months of age and older receive the KP.2-containing COVID-19 
vaccine as soon as it becomes available to them this fall.

Along with getting vaccinated, residents can protect themselves, 
their family members, and communities from respiratory illnesses by 
staying home when sick, cleaning hands and disinfecting high-touch 
surfaces frequently, and practicing coughing and sneezing etiquette.

Individuals unable to get influenza or COVID-19 vaccines through a 
primary care provider or participating pharmacy can call Grey Bruce 
Public Health’s Vaccine Preventable Diseases Team at 519-376-9420, 
Option 2, for assistance.

For More Information:
519-376-9420 or 1-800-263-3456 ext. 1315,
Communications@publichealthgreybruce.on.ca

(519) 599-3131

32 Mill St. Thornbury, ON

Subscribe for Updates: www.thebluemountains.ca/subscribe

www.thebluemountains.ca

info@thebluemountains.ca

TOWN NEWS & NOTICES

WWW.EXPLOREBLUE.CA/OPENFIELDS

oct. 5,  2024
10AM - 4PM   FREE FAMILY EVENT

FARMS
T O U R  L O C A L

VENDORS
E N T E R T A I N M E N T  &

Farm Tour

ESTD 2023

SUBSCRIBE
AN UPDATE!
NEVER MISS
Subscribe to the Town’s Email Newsletter

thebluemountains.ca/subscribe

Stay up-to-date on Town news, operations & project 
updates by subscribing to the Town Email Newsletter. 



Midweek
Membership

$299
plus hst

Midweek
Membership

$550
plus hst

Enjoy a private clubhouse
experience while skiing or
snowboarding midweek at
Blue Mountain Resort. 

BUY NOW
www.torontoskiclub.on.ca

For More Information705-445-1890 ext. 230
Contact Us

memberservices@torontoskiclub.on.ca

EMERGENCY 
SERVICES 

REGULAR

The Town of The Blue 
Mountains Recognizes 
Small Business Week

The Town of The Blue Mountains would 
like to recognize Small Business Week, 

taking place from October 20 to 26, 2024, and acknowledge the 
importance of small businesses in the Town and the significance of 
their contributions to the Town of The Blue Mountains economy.

Small Business Week (October 20 to 26, 2024) is an annual 
opportunity to recognize the important role of entrepreneurs and 
small businesses within the Canadian economy. 

“The Town is proud to recognize Small Business Week, and we 
are proud to support the hard-working entrepreneurs that bring 
so much to our community,” explained Mayor Andrea Matrosovs. 
“Small businesses help make The Blue Mountains a unique home for 
residents and destination for visitors, and I’d like to thank them all for 
playing a vital role in our community.”

The Town would also like to acknowledge the efforts of the 
Thornbury Business Improvement Area, Blue Mountains Chamber 
of Commerce, Blue Mountain Village Association and the Clarksburg 
Village Association, as well as all other business associations and 
support services, for their commitment to keeping the small business 
economy thriving throughout The Blue Mountains, Grey County and 
Simcoe County. 

The Town of The Blue Mountains website offers additional resources 
regarding small businesses, including information on Entrepreneurs 
& Startups, Business Growth & Support and Business Resources and 
Associations.

 For more information, please contact:  Tim Hendry
Manager of Communications & Economic Development
(519) 599-3131 ext. 282

      TToowwnn  ooff  tthhee  BBlluuee  MMoouunnttaaiinnss    
      DDrraaiinnaaggee  MMaasstteerr  PPllaann  

    NNoottiiccee  ooff  PPuubblliicc  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn            
                  CCeennttrree  33  

 
The Corporation of the Town of The Blue Mountains is undertaking a Drainage Master Plan under 
the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Master Planning Process to identify existing drainage 
deficiencies and develop drainage solutions to address the deficiencies, reduce flooding, resolve 
public safety concerns, and improve maintenance opportunities within the settlement areas of the 
Town. A Public Information Centre (PIC1) was previously hosted in February 2022 to review the 
identified drainage deficiencies and elicit input from the public regarding additional observed 
deficiencies and public preference regarding potential alternative solutions. A second Public 
Information Center (PIC2) was held in March 2023 to present the preliminary preferred alternative 
solutions developed to address the drainage deficiencies identified throughout the study area and 
elicit input from the public regarding the solutions.  A third Public Information Centre (PIC3) is 
planned to advise the public and interested stakeholders of the final preferred solution selected for 
implementation. 

The Study area encompasses the whole Town with the primary focus being the settlement areas 
including Lora Bay, Thornbury and Clarksburg, Craigleith and Camperdown, and the Blue Mountains 
Village area. The existing drainage infrastructure in the study area consists of a combination of open 
channels, ditches, watercourses, culverts, storm sewers, overland flow routes, stormwater 
management facilities, and low impact development measures. 

The Drainage Master Plan is being completed in accordance with Approach #2 of the Master 
Planning Process outlined in the Municipal Engineers Association Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment document (October 2000, amended in 2007, 2011, 2015, and 2023). The Town has 
retained the consulting firm Tatham Engineering Limited to complete this Drainage Master Plan. 

The Town hereby notifies all interested individuals and parties that Public Information Centre 3 will 
be held virtually and in-person. The PIC3 pre-recorded presentation will be posted to the project 
website (www.thebluemountains.ca/MasterDrainagePlanEA) on October 8, 2024. Following posting 
of the Virtual PIC, Town staff and representatives from Tatham Engineering will be hosting an in-
person Open House Question and Answer Session on October 29, 2024, between 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. 
at the Town Hall.  

Additional information related to the Drainage Master Plan is available on the Town of The Blue 
Mountains website (www.thebluemountains.ca/MasterDrainagePlanEA). Should additional 
information be required or to be added to the project mailing list, please contact: 

Pruthvi Desai 
Manager, Capital Projects 
Town of The Blue Mountains 
32 Mill Street, P.O. Box 310  
Thornbury, ON   NOH 2PO  
Tel: (519) 599-3131 ext. 310 
Fax: (519) 599-7723 
Email: pdesai@thebluemountains.ca 

Daniel Twigger, P.Eng. 
Manager - Water Resources 
Tatham Engineering Limited 
115 Sandford Fleming Drive, Suite 200 
Collingwood, ON   L9Y 5A6 
Tel: (705) 444-2565 ext. 2090 
Fax: (705) 444-2327 
Email: dtwigger@tathameng.com 

 



PUBLIC NOTICE
Dated at the County of Grey this Wednesday, 

9th day of October, 2024

Public Meeting – Official Plan Amendment # 23 - 
Rural Permitted Uses and Development Policies 
The Grey County Official Plan was approved by the province on 
June 6, 2019 and came into effect on June 7, 2019. In working 
with the existing policy framework, there are some policies in 
the County’s Rural designation which have caused questions. The 
County is proposing some changes to the County’s Rural permitted 
uses and development policies to clarify these policies via Official 
Plan Amendment (OPA) # 23. The purpose of OPA 23 would be to 
clarify the permitted uses and development policies in the County 
Official Plan’s Rural designation. The effect of OPA 23 would be to: 

•	 Update permitted uses in the Rural designation,  
•	 Change development policies in the Rural designation,  
•	 Update definitions related to the Rural permitted uses, and
•	 Change one Agricultural development policy which currently 

conflicts with the Aggregate Resource Area policies.  

The above-noted policy changes, if approved, would apply across 
the County, and are not specific to any one piece of land. No 
changes are being made to the mapping in the County’s Official 
Plan. OPA 23 does not impact existing planning applications 
which have already been submitted and are already in process. 
The County is inviting comments on proposed Official Plan 
Amendment # 23, either in writing (email / letter) or verbally at our 
public meeting on November 7, 2024.

Meeting Date: 	     Thursday, November 7, 2024
Meeting Time: 	     1:00 P.M.
Meeting Location: Please note this meeting will occur online 
via Zoom. The meeting can be accessed via Zoom link, phone-
in, or livestreamed via the County’s YouTube channel. 

To register to speak at the meeting please contact planning@
grey.ca or 548-877-0919.

Find a copy of the draft Official Plan Amendment # 23 online:
A copy of the proposed Official Plan Amendment 23 and 

additional background information can be found on Grey County’s 
website at www.grey.ca/OPA23

 A hard copy can also be viewed at the Grey County Administration 
Building (address below) during regular business hours. A key 
map has not been provided because Official Plan Amendment #23 
covers rural areas throughout the County and is not proposing any 
mapping changes.

For more information or to submit comments on this matter 
please contact the County of Grey at the contact information listed 
below.

Grey County
595 9th Avenue East
Owen Sound, ON N4K 3E3
planning@grey.ca
www.grey.ca/planning-development
Phone: 548-877-0919

“Empowering your home with clean, 
renewable energy”

Cyrus Elmpak-Mackie, B.Sc., P.Eng., 
Certified Energy Manager

416-209-3179
https://go.solify.ca/CyrusEbooking

CALL CHANTELLE 519-387-7448
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BID EUCHRE
Wednesday & Thursday. 12:50-3:30pm; $2 per day 

Small Hall, Beaver Valley Community Centre 
Lessons Available 

Bev 705-507-0563 or Dorothy 519-599-5044

DROP-IN BRIDGE
Monday 1-3pm; $2 p/p  St. George’s Anglican Church

Cottage House Keeping Help Required
We are looking for meal assistance and lighthouse keeping on 
Sat Aug 24th and Sun Aug 25th at our cottage in Thornbury. 

Please call my cell # at: 416-577 3519, Ruby

ST. JAMES FAIRMOUNT ANGLICAN CHURCH
196759 Grey Rd 7 corner of Grey Rd 7 & Grey Rd 40

1st & 3rd Sunday 9am - Holy Eucharist BCP
2nd & 4th Sunday 9am - Morning Prayer BCP

5th Sunday 4pm - Evensong BCP & Potluck Supper 
Rector Jeff Kischak, 519-770-7979

Personalized one-on-one instruction
Convenient sessions in your own pool
Certified and experienced instructors
Flexible scheduling to fit your summer plans
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We are feeling so much gratitude towards this community that we 
felt compelled to write this small note of thanks.

It was Saturday afternoon. The weather was perfect…sunshine, 
blue skies. The beach was full of happy people enjoying the beach 
and pier, including us. This perfect day was upset when my daughter-
in-law’s 90 year old mother decided to go for a swim on her own and 
she ended up in distress. We noticed and raced to her as quickly as 
possible, but so did many other people. So many people offered help 
with calling 911, offering their towels, a chair, a hug of support, 
anything. We were so touched by the kindness of so many strangers 
in a really scary and vulnerable time for our family.  We cannot begin 
to say how much it meant to us and how grateful we are.

In this world of ours, with so much anger, division, and stress, 
it’s easy to believe that most people are uncaring and unkind. 
This frightening incident for our family on that beautiful Saturday 
afternoon truly restored our faith in humanity. The Blue Mountains 
community will always be in our hearts. Thank you, always.

Sue Shortt and family, Clarksburg 

On Wednesday June 5th, 2024, at about 6:45 am, we were woken 
up by someone pounding on our front door.  When we made it 
downstairs and opened the door a young man was standing there 
and told us to get out of our house as the garage was on fire. His 
coworker, in the meantime, had called 911. While they were driving 
west on Hwy. 26, the two had noticed smoke behind the Home 
Hardware. Suspecting that it was not a camp fire, they came around 
to investigate it. We believe it is not exaggeration to say that both 
Lukas te Velde and Paul Green are our heroes, because we were 
sleeping soundly during the fire.

We would also like to thank the Fire Department and their 
Volunteers that arrived at the scene within 15 to 20 minutes, as well 
as the Paramedics and Police that arrived shortly after. We believe 
that these emergency responders are under appreciated and do not 
always get the recognition that they deserve. 

Ministry of Transportation Announces Environmental 
Assessment Regarding Hwy 26 Intersection Improvements

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has retained Egis to 
undertake the Detail Design and Class Environmental Assessment 
Study for intersection improvements at Highway 26 and Grey Road 
2, and at Highway 26 and Grey Road 21. The study also includes 
rehabilitation of Culvert 473 on Highway 26 between Hoover Lane 
and Camperdown Road, and illumination of the intersection at 
Highway 26 and Grey Road 113/10th Line. 

The province has published a dedicated project website regarding 
the study. The website contains an overview of the project, an outline 
of the study process, relevant reports and more information about 
how the public can be involved. If members of the public wish to 
obtain additional information, or have questions or comments 
regarding the Study, a general contact form is available on the 
project website. An Online Public Information Centre is scheduled 
for Fall 2024 where more information will be provided.

https://www.highway26andgreyroad.com
Steven Pilgrim, P. Eng. Project Manager Egis Tel: 343-344-2629



STOP IN TO SHOP!
IN SUPPORT OF EVENTS FOR LIFE (EFL)

DISCOUNTED WOMEN’S DESIGNER 
CLOTHING NEW OR GENTLY 
USED ARE ON SALE AT THE
LILLYPAD SPA IN THORNBURY

ALL ITEMS $25 OR LESS
CASH OR ETRANSFER

100% OF THE PROCEEDS GO TO EFL

WWW.THELILLYPAD.CA
WWW.EVENTSFOR.LIFE



BRIAN SAUNDERSON
MPP, Simcoe-Grey

Connect With Me: 
 Brian.Saunderson@pc.ola.org  
 www.briansaundersonmpp.ca

 MPPSimcoeGrey 
 BrianSaunderson 

 BrianSaundersonPC

Alliston Office  
180 Parsons Road, Unit 28,  

Alliston ON L9R 1E8 
(705) 435-4087 

Stayner Office  
7317 Hwy 26, P.O. Box 820, 

Stayner ON L0M 1S0  
(705) 428-2134

Together, let’s make every day,  
a better day, in Simcoe-Grey!

My team and I can 
help you with:
CONGRATULATORY 
CERTIFICATES

ONTARIO DOCUMENTS: 
Birth or Marriage certificate,  
Health card, Driver’s licence

ASSISTANCE WITH  
PROVINCIAL PROGRAMS: 
ODSP, OW, WSIB, OSAP and more

GBPH Releases 2024 Report On Food 
Affordability

Grey Bruce Public Health’s latest report on food affordability and food 
insecurity, released this week, calls attention to the struggles many 
Grey-Bruce households face to afford basic living expenses – such as 
adequate food and monthly rent – as incomes and social assistance 
rates fail to keep pace with rising costs.

The new report, “The Cost of Eating Well & The Urgent Issue of Food 
Insecurity,” is based on local food cost data collected by Public Health 
in 2024.

The report determined the cost of groceries for a family of four in 
Grey-Bruce in 2024 was $289 a week or $1,250 a month, representing 
a 1% increase from 2023. A single adult, meanwhile, must spend about 
$434 a month on food to meet Canada’s Food Guide recommendations, 
which is also a 1% increase from 2023.

Based on those costs, a family of four on Ontario Works would have 
to spend nearly half (43%) of their monthly income on food to meet 
Canada’s Food Guide recommendations. After covering only rent and 
groceries, they would be left with only $314 a month to cover all other 
expenses, including utilities, transportation, and medications.

Single individuals on Ontario Works are unable to meet core needs 
of housing and food as more than 100% of their income is required for 
housing alone (107%), with nothing left to cover the $434 needed for 
food each month.

“The data collected for our annual Cost of Eating Well report clearly 
shows – as was the case in 2023 – that our social safety net is failing 
to meet basic, essential needs of housing and food,” says Public Health 
Manager Jason Weppler.

“While the local grocery data indicates a slowing of food inflation 
compared to previous years, we know many households are continuing 
to feel the strain of a rising cost of living, including costs related to rent.”

For the 2024 Cost of Eating Well report, Grey Bruce Public Health 
used the Ontario Nutritious Food Basket survey to determine food 
affordability. 

Public Health dietitians collected data on the lowest costs of 61 food 
items in 12 grocery stores across Grey-Bruce. The items on the survey 
are based on Canada’s Food Guide (vegetables, fruit, whole grain foods, 
and protein foods) and reflect eating and purchasing patterns of many 
Canadians. The survey assumes that people have the knowledge, 
equipment, and skills to prepare food mostly from scratch. Prepared 
convenience foods or non-food items, such as toiletries, were not 
included.

The results of the survey are shared in the report through a variety of 
income scenarios to demonstrate the difficult choices households with 
different income sources may face.

The report also highlights the serious and lasting impacts of food 
insecurity and includes steps all levels of government and community 
partners can take to address the issue.

“Food insecurity is a problem of inadequate income, not solved by 
food,” Weppler says. “Improving the financial circumstances of food 
insecure households requires action from all levels of government 
and community leadership. More than half of those experiencing food 
insecurity are employed. We need to see wages and benefits that reflect 
the true cost of living along with government interventions that ensure 
that everyone can meet their basic needs.”

Almost one in five of Grey-Bruce households struggle to purchase 
the food they need and are food insecure. Evidence shows the issue 
may be worsening. In 2023, 24.5% of Ontario households lived with 
food insecurity, which is significantly higher than the 16.1% of Ontario 
households that experienced food insecurity in 2021.

Food insecurity is an important social determinant of health that 
leads to heightened risks for infectious diseases, injuries, poorer mental 
health, and chronic diseases. These health impacts result in early 
mortality and inflated healthcare costs.

www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca
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The Gallery at L.E. Shore  Oct 4 – Oct 31

                                                        Martha Heidenheim Anne Rogers

Meet the ar�sts and enjoy some snacks and refreshments on Saturday Oct 5; 2-4pm

Karyn Sturtridge Tania Klimaski-Hoffman

FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER
South Georgian Bay Tourism Association 
Announces Cessation of Operations

October 23rd, 2024— It is with deep regret that the volunteer 
board of directors of the South Georgian Bay Tourism Association 
(SGBT) announces the cessation of operations for the local not-for-
profit organization formerly known as the Georgian Triangle Tourist 
Association.

For 45 years, SGBT has played a vital role in promoting tourism to 
support small businesses within the region bounded by Meaford, 
The Blue Mountains, Collingwood, Clearview, and Wasaga Beach. The 
association was supported by a committed board of tourism industry 
leaders and municipal staff representatives, full-time staff and 
annual funding from regional municipalities. Through its decades 
of promotional efforts, the association has significantly contributed 
to building the local tourism economy and the well-being of many 
small businesses.

For the past three years, SGBT had been working with staff in 
Collingwood and the Town of The Blue Mountains to establish 
parameters around implementation of a Municipal Accommodation 
Tax (MAT). The association had anticipated being a key recipient 
of MAT funding, given its 45-year history as the direct marketing 
organization for the regional tourism sector.

In January 2024, the five municipalities mentioned above abruptly 
withdrew their financial support from South Georgian Bay Tourism. 
Municipal staff members subsequently resigned from their board 
positions. The SGBT volunteer board of industry representatives 
chose to continue operations and support local tourism businesses 
by utilizing reserve funds. Those reserve funds have now been 
exhausted.

Currently, there are no known municipal resources available to 
handle public inquiries regarding tourism in the greater South 
Georgian Bay region.

Additionally, the association is unaware of any actionable local 
programs to support the hundreds of tourism businesses that relied 
on the association for promotional assistance.

The SGBT board expresses profound gratitude to all past and 
present community members, staff, partners, and stakeholders for 
their support over the years.  While the closure of the association is 
a significant loss for the tourism economy in the region, we remain 
hopeful that new opportunities for promotion and support will 
emerge in the future.

For further information or inquiries, please email: 
sgbtboardofdirectors@gmail.com

About South Georgian Bay Tourism Association:
The South Georgian Bay Tourism Association was established to 

promote tourism in the region, providing resources and support 
for small businesses and enhancing the visitor experience. With a 
commitment to fostering a vibrant tourism sector, the association 
has been a cornerstone of the community for nearly half a century. 
In 2023-24, the tourism association provided essential support to 
200 businesses, handled over 1,500 inquiries by telephone, and 
managed a comprehensive online presence through its website and 
social media channels. Collectively, the association’s Facebook and 
Instagram pages attracted over half a million visitors. Through its 
promotional efforts and advertising, the association generated over 
1 million positive impressions, driving awareness of South Georgian 
Bay and benefiting both local communities and the many businesses 
within the region.

Thank you, 
South Georgian Bay Tourism Board of Directors



Help us plant phase 2 of new trees and shrubs in Nipissing 
Ridge Park in TBM!  Volunteers are needed on Saturday 
October 26  - rain or shine - from 9 to 11 am at Nipissing Ridge 
Park (205 Blueski George Crescent, The Blue Mountains) to help 
apply mulch and compost and plant a new section of trees and 
shrubs funded by a TD Friends of the Environment grant.  

Bring garden gloves and wear gardening type footwear if 
you would like to pitch in.  If you are not the gardening type, 
then just come out and cheer us on and show your support for 
trees.  

For information, you can contact programs@treetrust.ca.  

 

Our popular Friday evening barbecues will cease as the  
season changes but we have new hours: 

Now Open: WED, THURS, and FRI from 3pm 

Preparations are under way for our 2024 poppy campaign which will 
commence with a ceremonial poppy presentation to 

Mayor Andrea Matrosovs at the cenotaph, 229 Bruce St. N. Thornbury 
on Friday October 25th at 3.00pm. All Welcome. 

Remembrance campaign lawn signs are available at the  
branch at a cost of $20 – two designs will be available. 

202 Marsh Street, Clarksburg 
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Huronia Alarm Systems
1-888-363-9311

Huronia Alarm Systems
1-888-363-9311

Oct. 31, 2024
L.E. Shore Library

5:30 - 7:30 PM
Hot Cider

Treats
Washrooms

Hosted by:

www.eventsfor.life

warmingwarming    stationstation
For all ages

Strategic 
Philanthropy

Come hear from our panel of experts on how to maximize 
your charitable gifts and avoid common mistakes.

Tuesday, October 29th 
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Huron Club Lounge 
94 Pine St, Collingwood, ON
Light snacks and refreshments included.

Please RSVP to  
fraser.willson@cibc.com  
or 647 588-4344

Fraser Willson, CFP, CIM 
Senior Wealth Advisor 
CIBC Private Wealth, Wood Gundy

Sandra Sullivan 
Executive Director  
Foundation 
Hospice Georgian  
Triangle Foundation

Karen L. Dillon, MFA-P™  
Director of Foundation  
& Donor Services 
Canada Gives

CIBC Private Wealth consists of services provided by CIBC and certain of its subsidiaries, including CIBC Wood Gundy, a division of CIBC World Markets Inc. Insurance services are available through CIBC Wood Gundy 
Financial Services Inc. In Quebec, insurance services are available through CIBC Wood Gundy Financial Services (Quebec) Inc. The CIBC logo and “CIBC Private Wealth” are trademarks of CIBC, used under license. 
“Wood Gundy” is a registered trademark of CIBC World Markets Inc. If you are currently a CIBC Wood Gundy client, please contact your Investment Advisor. Clients are advised to seek advice regarding their particular 
circumstances from their personal tax and legal advisors.



Music at Grace United Church 
140 Bruce St. South, Thornbury, ON  N0H 2P0   519.599.2438

DOUBLE FOUR SEASONS 
Vivaldi & Piazzolla back-to-back! 

Sadie Fields violin  Paul Pulford cello  Ken Gee piano 
Saturday November 9 at 3 pm

The roaring 20s part 2 
Sadie Fields violin & Ken Gee piano 

Sunday November 17 at 3 pm
TICKETS $40 adult, $20 student/child  

BOTH CONCERTS $75 adult, $35 student/child 
ONLINE NOW; at the door; soon at PHARMASAVE 

guelphmusicfest.ca  519-993-7591



LULULEMON STORE
DRY SAUNA 
FITNESS STUDIO 
AQUAFIT
FITNESS CLASSES 

190 Russell Street E, Clarksburg     (226)-665-0190     hello@lemonadecollective.ca

PERSONAL TRAINING
BABY & ME SWIM 
DAY PASSES
CUSTOMIZED
MEMBERSHIPS & MORE

FALL BACK
Sunday, Nov. 3rd

Set your clocks back one hour




